Claims 


1 . An interactive vending machine including 

(a) a merchandise removal area; 

(b) a plurality of dispensing compartments each including 

(i) at least one of a particular article, and 

(ii) a system to dispense said particular article to said merchandise removal 
area; 

(c) a system for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to purchase said 
particular article in said dispensing compartment; 

(d) a system for paying for said particular article; and, 

(e) a video screen to display video information concerning said particular article. 

2. An interactive vending machine for dispensing digital audio-visual media, the 
vending machine including 

(a) a merchandise removal area; 

(b) a plurality of dispensing compartments each including 

(i) at least one of a particular digital audio-video article, and 

(ii) a system to dispense said particular audio-visual article to said 
merchandise removal area; 

(c) a system for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to purchase said 
particular article in said dispensing compartment; 

(d) a system for paying for said particular article; 
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(e) a video screen to display video information concerning said particular article; 
and, 

(f) a computer operatively associated with said video screen and including 

(i) a memory for storing visual informational data for producing a video 
display on said video screen concerning said particular article, and 
5 (ii) a system for selecting said informational data to display said data on 

said video screen. 

3. An interactive vending machine for dispensing digital audio-visual media, the 
vending machine including 
10 (a) a merchandise removal area; 

(b) a plurality of dispensing compartments each including 

(i) at least one of a particular digital audio-video article, and 

(ii) a system to dispense said particular audio-visual article to said 
merchandise removal area; 

15 (c) an opening for viewing said dispensing compartments; 

(d) controls for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to purchase said 
particular article in said dispensing compartment; 

(e) controls tor pay for said particular article; and, 

(f) at least one promotional area for posting advertisements, said promotional area 
20 being separate from said merchandise removal area, said opening, and said 

controls and being shaped to permit advertisements to be removably 
remounted in said promotional area. 
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An interactive vending machine for dispensing digital audio-visual media, the 

vending machine including 

a merchandise removal area; 

a plurality of dispensing compartments each including 

(i) at least one of a particular digital audio-video article, and 

(ii) a system to dispense said particular audio-visual article to said 
merchandise removal area; 

a system for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to purchase said 
particular article in said dispensing compartment; 

a system for paying for said particular article by using customer information 
identifying a financial account; 

a video screen to display video information concerning said particular article; 
at least one audio speaker; and, 

a computer operatively associated with said video screen and said speaker and 
including 

(i) a memory for storing visual informational data for producing a video 
display on said video screen concerning said particular article and for 
producing sounds on said speaker concerning said particular article, and 

(ii) a system for selecting said informational data to display said data on 
said video screen and to produce said sounds on said speaker. 

An interactive vending machine for dispensing digital audio-visual media, the 
vending machine including 
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(a) a merchandise removal area; 

(b) a plurality of dispensing compartments each including 

(i) at least one of a particular digital audio-video article, and 

(ii) a system to dispense said particular audio-visual article to said 
merchandise removal area; 

5 (c) a system for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to purchase said 
particular article in said dispensing compartment; 
(d) a system for paying for said particular article by accessing a website in a 
computer network and using customer information identifying a financial 
account; 

10 (e) a video screen to display video information concerning said particular article; 
(f) at least one audio speaker. 

6. A kit for retrofitting a vending machine to dispense digital audio-visual articles, 
the vending machine including 
15 a merchandise removal area; 

a plurality of dispensing compartments each including a system 
to dispense at least one article from said dispensing compartment to 
said merchandise removal area; 

a system for selecting one of said dispensing compartments to 
20 dispense, on receiving payment for said article, said article into said 

merchandise removal area; 

a system for paying for said particular article, 
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said kit including 

(a) a video screen to display video information concerning said particular article; 

(b) a computer operatively associated with said video screen and including 

(i) a memory for storing visual informational data for producing a video 
display on said video screen concerning said particular article, and 
5 (ii) a system for selecting said informational data to display said data on 

said video screen. 
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